
PROPOSED STATEMENT ON LACK OF INTERREGIONAL STUDIES 
 
The importance of joint interregional studies of planned future systems cannot be 
overemphasized.  Developments in one regional reliability council can have significant 
adverse impacts on neighboring systems.  This has been amply proven in the Northeast 
and Middle Atlantic states over the past fifty years – including such developments as the 
construction of Ravenswood #3 by Con Ed in the early 1960s, and the Radisson-Sandy 
Pond HVDC tie between Quebec and New England in the 1980s. 
 
Nevertheless, NPCC seems not to be participating in joint interregional reliability studies 
of some of the major 500 and 765kV facilities proposed for service in the near future 
within PJM.  The west-to-east TrAIL 500kV line and PATH 765 & 500kV lines are 
scheduled to be in service in 2011 and 1012 respectively.  Their intent is obviously to 
move more MWs from west to east in PJM.  There's also a proposed 500kV line from 
northwest Pennsylvania to northern New Jersey, and a 765kV project in Indiana.  These 
facilities present a potential risk to New York and other NPCC systems simply for 
contingency loss of one of the new lines.  There's a greater concern, though – by 
permitting a significant increase in west-to-east transfers within PJM (presumably with a 
lot more coal-by-wire, or wind-by-wire), they might exacerbate the effects of other 
contingencies on NPCC systems.  Finally, they could increase parallel path flow through 
both Ontario and New York, causing or increasing congestion. 
 
The so-called MEN (MAAC-ECAR-NPCC) Study Committee used to perform such 
interregional studies on a routine basis, under the jurisdiction of the Joint Interregional 
Review Committee.  But MEN no longer exists.  ReliabilityFirst Corp. (RFC), the new 
regional council that incorporates the “old” MAAC, and parts of ECAR and MAIN, has 
studied at least some of this, but without active NPCC participation; the reliability impact 
of these lines on New York, Ontario, and the rest of NPCC has not been investigated.   
 
We believe that this is a serious reliability issue, and it has a short lead time.  NPCC 
needs to pursue this at once.   
 
 
 
PROPOSED STATEMENT FOR NY/SEP 
 
The importance of interregional studies of planned future systems cannot be 
overemphasized.  It is incumbent upon the Northeast Power Coordinating Council 
(NPCC), of which New York is a part, to promote and participate fully in joint studies 
with its neighboring regional reliability council, ReliabilityFirst Corp. (RFC).  Such 
studies should investigate the mutual interactions of the high voltage transmission 
systems of both regions as planned for the future, with particular emphasis on major 
planned transmission additions and increased intraregional power transfer capabilities. 


